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THIS Diſcourſe, hich I drew up, 
not long fince, for the Inſtruttion 
of ny own Pariſhes, I now take leave 
to offer, ( with ſome few Additions and 
Amendments) to publick uſe: Not with- 
out hopes that it may do ſomething to- 
wards recommending the Practice of what 
I take to be a very important Duty, 
which yet is many times either altoge- 
| ther negletted or very ill performed, be. 
cauſe, perhaps, it is not rightly under- 
flood. As to that part of it which con- 
cerns the Ratification of the Baptiſmal 
Vow, I hope I need make no Apology 
far it. In what I have offered m de- 
fence of Sacerdotal Benediction, I a 
ſenſible J may be in danger of diſpleaſ- 
ing ſome; Thoſe, I mean, on the one 
hand, who think the leaſt that can be 
ſaid for it, too much; and thoſe on the 
other, to whom what is here laid down 
| 1 Way 
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The PREFACE, 
may appear too litth. To the firft, I 
have no more fo ſay at preſent, than 
what they will meet with' in the Diſs 
courſe it felf ; and the laſt I fall on- 
to configer this, That as I in- 
tended this Treatiſe for the benefit of 
common Readers, ſo I have Induſtriouſly 
guoided entering into any diſputes which 
I thought might be uſeleſs. to plain un- 
derſtandings; and that what I have ſaid, 
tho” leſs perbaps than the SubjefF would 
bear, wilt not, I hope, be found inconſiſt« 
ent with any thing elſe that may rea- 
ſonably be advanced upon it, in a more 
learned way. EF have no more to add, 
but to beg the bleſſing of God upon this - 
humble Offering, to the honour. of the 
Chriſtian worſhip, and the candid and 


think it n their while to m_ 


favourable acceptance of all who " 
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Then laid they their hands on thent and 
they received the Holy Ghoſt; 


N the foregoing part of this Chaptet 
we have an account of the fucceſs*that 
Philip met with among the Samaritans 
in converting and baptizing So the, 

Sorcercr and his followers. The News of 
which reaching the Apoſtles which were. at je- 
ruſalem; they ſent unto them Peter am John, 
who when they were come down prayed for them. 
that they might receive the HoLy Grnosr 
verſ. 14, 15. And it appears from the Text 
that they asked not in vain; for when they 
laid their hands on them they received the HoLy 
GHOST. | 

By receiving the Holy Ghoſt; is meant re- 
ceiving the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; and 
what theſe Gifts were we may learn front 
what follows verſ. 18, I9. where we are 
told that hen Simon [aw that through the 
laying on of the Apoſtles hands the HoLy 
G nos r was given, he offered them Money ſay- 
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ing give me alſo this Power that on whomſoever 


T lay bands he may receive the HoLy GHosT. 
By this it appears that the Gift of the. Holy 
Ghoſt, which theſe new Converts received in 
conſequence of the laying on of the Apoſtles 
hands, was attended with ſome viſible effect. 
Some thing there was which Sor ſaw that 
was wonderful and ſurprizing, and which 
tempted him (in hopes without doubt, of 
new Gains) to make this wicked offer. 
And what could this be but the Gift of 
Tongues, or ſome ſuch like Miraculous Pow- 
er, which the Apoſtles having themſelves re- 
ecived at the day of Penteciſt were now made 
the Inftruments of communicating to others 
for the general uſe and benefit of the 
Church? But there is no need of Conje— 
ctures in this caſe; for we meet with ano- 


ther inſtance of the like fort Chap. 19. verſe - 


6. where it is expreſly {aid of certain Diſci- 

es at Epheſus who were baptized in the name 
of the Lord jeſus, that hen Paul had laid his 
hands upon them the HOLY GHosT came on 


them and they ſpake with Tongues and Pro- | 


phecyed. | 
I $HALL make no farther uſe at preſent 
of this picce of Scripture Hiſtory than as it 
may ſerve as an Introduction to what I in- 
rend ro offer concerning CONFIRMATION, 
as it is now practiced in the Church of En- 
gland, which it is my deſign to explain and 
vindicate. The general intent of this order 
is 
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Order of CONFIRMATION þ 
is, I preſume, well enough underſtood to be 
this vis. That thoſe who have been baptized 
in their Infancy (which is the cafe of almoſt 
all Chriſtians now adays) ſhould, when they 
come to Years of Diſcretion, remew the ſo- 
lemn Vow and Promiſe which was made in their 
names at their Baptiſm; ratifying and confirm- 
ing the ſame in their own Perſons, and acknow- 
ledging themſelves bound to believe and do all 
thoſe things which their Godfathers and God- 
mothers undertook. for them. Which promiſe 
every one making diſtintly for himſelf, the 
Biſhop aftcr this lays his hand upon the 
head of cach of them and bleſſes them in 
theſe words. Defend O Lord, this thy Servant 
with thy Heavenly Grace that he may continue 
thine forever, and daily increaſe in thy Holy 
Spirit more and more until he tome to thine 
everlaſiing Kingdom. So that here are two 
things to be conſidered in reference to this 
order viz, 1. The Stipulation antecedent to 
Confirmation, of the Engagement which 
every Perſon- takes upon himſelf to believe 
and do as his Godfathers and Godniothers 
promiſed for him, 2. The Act of the Bi- 
ſhop in laying on of hands and praying that 
God would give him the Grace of his Holy 
Spirit to enable him to anſwer this engage- 
ment. To both which Points I ſhall ſpeak 
as largely as the time before nic will admit. 
I. As to the fitft, viz. The ratifying and 
confirming the Vow made in our Baptiſm; 
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it is to be obſerved that our Church requires 
this of every Perſon as a Qualification 'in 
order to his being admitted to the Holy 
Communion. For the Rubrick expreſly or- 
dains that * none ſball be admitted to the 
Communion wntil ſuch time as he be c 4. 
or be ready and deſirous to be confirmed. Which 
I mention to ſhew you that the Promiſe 
made in Confirmation is not required upon 
a ſuppoſition that the baptiſmal Vow made 
by our Godfathers and Godmothers in our 
name, is weak and inſufficient for the pur- 
poſe to which it was intended; but that by 
this ſecond engagement we may give Evi- 
dence to the Church or Socicty of Chriſtians 
of our ſenfe of the Obligation we are un- 
der in virtue of the firſt. The offering us 
to Baptiſm whilſt we are Infants, is an act 
of our Parents, and of our Codfathers and 
Godmothers on our behalf. And by being 
Baptized, we are actually admitted as Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Church, and have a Title to 
the promiſes of the Goſpel, in caſe we 


ſhould dye in our Infancy. But, foraſmuch 


as the Promiſcs made on the part of God, 
fuppoſe the performance' of the Conditions 
ſtipulated on ours; it follows that our aſ- 


ſent to, or acquieſcence in, that which our 


Godfathers and Godmothers tranſacted in 
our name, at any time after we arc come. 
to ycars of Diſcretion, does as ſtrongly bind 


* Ruby, After the Con irmation Offica | 
| us 
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us as if we had tranſacted the ſame thing 
in our own Perſons. So that, I ſay, Bap- 
tiſm has all its force full and entire an- 
recedently to this engagement which we 
make in Confirmation. But of our aſſent 
to our Baptiſmal Covenant, the Church can 
no otherwiſe be made ſenſible than by ſome 
publick act of ours declaring that Aſſent, 
and this is what we give when we arc Con- 
firmed. 

Tus far had; I think, there is no Man 
who will ſeriouſly conſider the thing, but 
muſt allow the order of the Church to be 
highly reaſonable. For the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, being the moſt ſolemn 
Ordinance of the Goſpel, peculiar to thoſe 
who are within the Covenant, it ſhould ne- 
ver be adminiſtred but to thoſe concerning 
whoſe Faith the Church has ſufficient ſecu- 
rityz Which the having been Baptized in 
our. Infancy, conſidered as ſeparate from all 
Perſonal AQts ſubſequent to it, does not 
ſeem to be. You will ſay, perhaps, that a 
Perſon's. reſorting regularly to the | publick 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, and joyning in 
Prayer from time to time as he grows up 
to years of Diſcretion, is an Evidence af 
his Aſſent to the Baptiſmal Covenant; and 
in Charity it ought to be ſo eſteemed. But 
as it is certain, that young Perſons are 
brought to Church at firſt more out of 
Cuſtom and by the Influence of their Pa- 

A 3 rents. 
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rents, than out of Judgment and Choice; 


this fart of Evidence cannot have thar 
weight and fjgnificancy in it, that a direct 
engagement has, which is ſolemnly entered 
into before the Biſhop, as the Superior Of. 
ficer of the Church. It is true that as 
young Perſons may come to Church mere- 
ly out of Cuſtom, ſo they may offer them. 
ſelves to be Contirmed out of Cuſtom ; and 
this, I am afraid, is many times the cafe. 
But that which a Perſon is required to do 
but once in his life time, is not ſo apt to 
be look't upon as a thing of Courſe, as that 
which he is call'd upon to do every day. 
The frequency of any thing naturally diſ- 
poles careleſs men to make light of it, 
how important ſoever it may be in it ſelf: 
What is done but once or ſeldom and that 
with more ſpecial marks- of Soleminityy'! is 
generally more taken notice of. | 

IT is of little weight with me that no 
ſuch Declaration or Engagement, was ever 
e in the Primitive Church for ſome 


Hundreds of years. The Practice ot the an- 


cient Church is, in the main, a ſafe and 
a good rule to follow, but not an infallible 
one. The general Edification of Chriſtians, 
is the firſt and ſupreme Law of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Diſcipline; and as there may ſometimes 


be good Reaſons for departing from ſome 
Cuſtoms then in uſe, ſo there may be as 
good ] Reaſons for A others which 


were 
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were not then thought of. It is very like- 
ly that by that time Diſcipline began to be 
a little ſettled, That Cuſtom had introduced ir 
ſelf, which is now every where exploded, of 
giving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
to Infants, as well as to grown Perſons. 
Whilſt this Practice ſubſiſted, there was 
ſcarce room for requiring ſuch a Declarati- 
on as is now required in the order of Con- 
firmation. For why. ſhould any new En- 
gagement have been required, in order to 
qualify Perſons for that, for which the cu- 
ſtomary uſe and adminiſtration of it from 
there Infancy ſuppoſed them qualified all a- 
long? But whatever were the Reaſons (and 
certainly there were great ones) for altering 
this Cuſtom, the ſame are alſo Reaſons that 
will - juſtify the preſent order in this caſe; 
For theſe Reaſons muſt all of them end in 
this general one, wiz. That thoſe who come- 
to the Lord's Table, ſhould come with 
Knowledge and Diſcretion. Some proof 
then ſhould be given of this Knowledge 
and Diſcretion; and what more proper 
proof can be given, than the declaring, at 
ter due Examination, their Aſſent and Con- 
ſent to the Vow and Promiſe made in their 
Names at their Baptiſm, it is not can ut 
the art of Man to find out. 

Ir has been made a Queſtion by ſome, 
whether in caſe any Perſon, not having had 
an opportunity of being Confirmed, has 

4 once 
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once been admitted to partake of the Leds 
Table, he can, properly, offer himſelf to re- 
ceive Confirmation afterwards. The Rea- 
fon of the doubt is, that there can be nao 
occaſion for ſuch a one to ratify the Vow 
made in his Baptiſm, of which the very act 
of receiving the Lord's Supper is as fitm a 
ratification as can be given. Now the 
thing is true, that a Man can give no ſtron- 
ger Evidence of his Faith in Chriſt, nor 
make any plainer Declaration of his Pur- 
poſe and reſolution to live according to 

is Will, than by receiving the Lord's Sup- 
per. But it is to be conſidered that the xa- 
tification of the Baptiſmal Vow, is npt Coy; 
firmation but ſomething antecedent to it, as 
I have obſerved juſt now. Confirmation is 
the Act of the Biſhop in lay ing on of Hands, 
and Praying to God for the aid of his Spi: 
rit. This is not yet done; and why the 
having Communicated is a reaſon that it 


ſhould never be done, it is a difficult mat- 


tet for me to apprehend. The Biſhop's Bleſ- 
ſing I preſume, will not be leſs effectual 
becauſe a Perſon has received the Commu- 
nion; and if there is no neceſſity aftet this 
of ratify ing the Baptiſmal Vow, there will 
at leaſt be no harm in it, eſpecially conſi- 
dering that the Evidence given to the 
Church in a private Congregation, is now 
offered before the _—— in a more pub- 


lick manner. 


Tas 
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Tas difficulty would be ſomewhat greater 
if it were asked, Whether if any Perſon bap- 
tized after he is come to ycars of Diſcretion, 
has made the Vow and Promiſe in his own 
name, there is any occaſion, for him to be 
Confirmed. Now in this caſe the order of 
our Church is plain and expreſs, which — 
that it is expedient that every Perſon thus bas 
tized ſbould be confirmed by the Biſhop wit — 
after his Baptiſm as convenient that 
ſo he may be admitted 10 the holy ni 
It is very certain that ſuch a Perſon. cannot 
rightly anſwer to the Biſhop that he ratifigs 
the Promiſe made by his Godfathers and 
Godmothexs in his namę, becauſe: his God- 
fathers and Godmothers promiſęd 23 
for him; but he may receive the Biſhop's 
Bleſſing in lay ing on af hands and ſolemnly 
invoking the preſence of the Holy Ghoſt; 
which I preſume is all that the Rubrick 
means in recommending it to ſuch Perſons 
to come to be confirmed. 

Tunis order of our Church, though con- 
formable to the practice of the moſt early 
Times, may not perhaps pleaſe thaſe who 
look upon the Biſhop's Blcſling to be purely 
2 matter of Form; which is a, Point that 
I ſhall ſpeak to in its proper place. Mean 
while I will take notice of 'one thing. as a 
very plain and obvious confequence from 
what has been ſaid, viz. That no Perſons 


baptizeq in lofancy ſhould offer _y 
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to receive Confirmation, but ſuch as are 
able to give a reaſonable account of their 
Faith, and have well conſidered what it is 
that they take upon themſelves. Anciently 
when Confirmation was not attended with 
any previous ſtipulation on the part of the 
Perſon to be confirmed, it was adminiſtred 
immediately after Baptiſm, as well to Infants 
as to grown Perſons, and fo it might be 
now under the like Circumſtance. But ſince 
the uſage is altered, and Confirmation, at 
preſent, ſtands connected with a perſonal en- 
gagement; nothing in the World can be 
more abſurd than the offering ſuch to be 
confirmed who ate under no capacity of 
entring into any ſuch engagement. The 
reaſon Why Perſons are required to renew 
their Baptiſmal Vow; is becauſe in Baptiſm 
That was promiſed in their names of which 
they underſtood nothing themſelves. If they 
underſtand as little of it when they come 
to be confirmed, the matter is not one bit 
mended, and they might as reaſonably be 
admitted to Communion in conſequence of 
Baptiſm alone, as in ne of that 
and Cofifirmation both. * A. 

I Hav dwelt the — upon the: Rati- 
Gearion. of the Baptiſmal Vow previous to 
Confirmation, becauſe I take it to be a very 
material Peint; and the reaſons of it being 
ſuch as fall within the reach of any plain 
underſtantling, | 1. hope that What I have ſaid 


may 
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may have ſome- influence upon thoſe: whom 
it moſt of all concerns to take notice of it, 
mean Parents and Maſters of Families. 
I forbear to mention Godfathers and God. 
mothers às Perſons in whom I can place 
very little confidence, and who in general 
ſhew themſelves ſo unconcerned about the 
charge they take upon themſelves when they 
bring Children to the Font; that what was 
at firſt a wiſe and a pious Proviſion is now 
become a daily and a publick Scandal in the 
Church. But Parents who have fo cloſe an 
intereſt in the welfare of their Children, 
ſhould be a little more careful in this matter, 
and not act in ſuch a manner as if the hay» 
ing them Chriſtencd were only giving them 
a Name, and it were of no conſequence 
whether they ever underſtood any thing ef 
what was then tranſacted in their Names. 
I have. ſcarce time to tell you of che many 
good effects that would follow if young Per 
ſons were as regularly brought to Gonfirma- 
tion as they are brought to Baptiſm, pro- 
vided they were taught, not to run to it 28 
to a Show, but, to approach it with that 
reyerence, decency and preparation, which 
the weight and ſalemnity of the Office 20. 
quires. One 1 ſhall' mention, which lays 
the foundation. fot all the reſt, rz;: That it 
would be a great ſecurity to that too much 
neglected duty of Catechizing. A Clergy- 

Map would then look upon the Youth of 


his 
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his Pariſh as thoſe of whoſe proficiency in 
Chriſtian Knowledge It muſt be obliged, 
when time ſhall ſerve, to render an accoung 
to his Superior, and would be aſhamed to 
preſent them before the Biſhop to ſtand 
there as ſo many witneſſes of his neglect. 
Parents would conſider the thing in the 
ſame light, and the reaſons of their diligence 
in doing their part would be greater in pro- 
portion as the Obligations they are under 
are ſtronger. Under this influence both on 
the part of tiicir Parents and alſo on the part 
of their Pariſh Minifters, I think that gene- 
rally ſpeaking Children could not fail of at- 
taining to a competent knowledge of the 
Chriſtian Faith by that time they come to 
years of diſcretion. And this would remove 
one Objection againſt the practice of Infant- 
baptiſm, which is, that Children being ad- 
mitted into the Covenant whilſt they are 
uncapable of underſtanding the Terms and 
Conditions of it, are too eaſily apt to for- 
get that they are Chriſtians. The Objection 
has weight enough in it to be felt were there 
not more weighty Reaſons to ballance on 
the other ſide. But the weight of it would 
be a great deal leſs, if care were taken that 
they ſhould conſtantly be put in mind of 
their Baptiſmal Vow, and trained up in ſuch 
a ſenſe of their duty as to be ready at any 
time when they are grown up to make the 
ſame Profeſſion for themſelves, which 2 


poſed to admit. We muſt ſee then what 
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Godfathers and Godmothers made heretofore 
in their names. 

Tnus much for the Promiſe or Engage- 
ment antecedent to Confirmation. I pro- 
cecd now to conſider 

2. The Act of the Biſhop in laying on 
of Hands, and praying for the Aids of God's 
holy Spirit. In treating upon which Sub- 
jc, I am ſenſible that great Prejudices will 
lye againſt me at a time when every attempt 
to give the Clergy any degree of diſtinction 
above other Men, is treated as mere Craft 
and Impoſture. . But not regarding any ſuch 
Prejudices as theſe, which, conſidered only 
as Prejudices, it is certain, deſerve no re- 
gard, I ſhall ſhortly and plainly ſay what 1 
think to be agrecable to the word of God, 
and leave eyery ſober and ſerious Chriſtian 
to judge of it according to his Diſcretion. 

I lay it down then as the Foundation up- 
on which I intend to build, That t is God 
who, by his holy Spirit worketh in us both to 
will and to do according to his good pleaſure; 
and that the means appointed by God as 
ordinarily neceſſary to procure us the aids 
of his Spirit is PRAYER. Theſe are Princi- 
ples which all Chriſtians may well be ſup- 


can be gathered from the Scriptures to bring 
theſe Principles home to the Point under 


Conlideration. | 
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My firſt Obſervation ariſcs naturally from 


the Text which is this, T hat. it ſeemed not 
meet to the wiſdom of God to entruſt the 
power of diſpenſing or ' procuring the Ex- 
TRAORDINARY Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt: to all 
Men indifferently but to the Miniſters of the 
Church of a particular order. Philip was no 
Apoſtle; but a Deacon under Commiſſion to 
baptize and preach the Goſpel, In virtue 
of this Commiſſion he goes among the Sa- 
maritans where he converts and baptizes ma- 
ny. But they received not the Holy Ghoſt 
till the Apoſtles came and laid their hands 
upon them, and prayed that they might re- 


ccive it. Of how little uſe ſoever this Ob- 


ſervation may ſeem to us at this time a day 
which is not an Age of Miracles, and the 
laying on of Biſhops hands is not attended 
with any extraordinary effects; it will yet 


fecure, I think, this general Principle via. 


Thar there is no abſutdity in ſuppoſing that 
the Gifts of the Spirit may be left, in the 
order of God, to depend a good deal upon 


the Adminiſtrations of Men, and that we 


may obtain that help by the Prayers of o- 
thers which we arc not able to procure by 
out own. Some modern Reaſoners ate fond 
enough of asking, Why cannot every Chri- 
ſtian pray for himſelf, or one Chtiſtian pray 
for another to as good a purpoſe as a Prieſt 
or a Biſhop? But might not the ſame Que- 


ſtion as well have been put in the Inſtance 


now 


r 
l 
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now before: us? Might it not then have 
been asked, Why muſt Peter and John be ſent 
for to pray. for the Holy Ghoſt? ,Why can- 
not Philip do it as well as they, or any other 
Chriſtian as well as Philip ? Had ſuch rea- 
ſoning been offered in thoſe times, the weak- 
neſs of it would have appeared by the event. 
and the Analogy that there is between all 
caſes of this ſort will at any time afford a 
ſufficient Anſwer to all ſuch Queſtions as 
theſe. , 
WHEN Naaman the Syrian was order d 
by Eliſha the Prophet to go and waſh ſeven 
times in Jordan in order to be cured of his 
Leproſy, he anſwered in the true Language 
of a Frec-thinker, Why to | WY Are not 
Abana and Pharpar rivers of Damaſcus, better 
than all the waters of Iſrael? May I not waſb 
in them and be clean? 2. Kings 5. 12. The 
folly of this Queſtion is obvious. It was 
not the Water that was to cure his Lepro- 
ſy, but the Power of God; and if God 
thought not fit to exert that Power but in 
conſequence of his waſhing in Jordan, he 
muſt ſubmit to the application, or forego 


the benefit. In like manner; it was 
Peter or John who gave the Holy Ghoſt bh 
God himfelf : But ſince God would not be- 
ſtow the Holy Ghoſt without their Prayers 
intervening, they that would not have ſub- 
mitted to the means, muſt have gone with- 
out the Bleſſing. 


fol 
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I offer not this as a direct proof to.ſhew 
that God has made the ordinary. Graces of 
his Spirit to depend upon the Prayers of a 
Biſhop, but only to prepate you to judge 
of this matter with a little Temper, and 
that you may not be diſpoſed upon mere 
prejudice; to fer aſide the notion as abſurd; 
without hearing what may be reaſonably al- 
ledged from the Sctipture in ſupport of it: 
You ſee in fact that God did think fit to 
to make the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy | 
Ghoſt dependent upon the Prayers of the 
Apoſtles; and ſhould it be ſaid that he has 
alfo made his ordinary Gifts dependent up- 
on the Prayers of thoſe who ſhould tucceed 
them in their Office, there would be no 
greater difficulty in conceiving this than 
there is in conceiving the other. But the 
eſtion is whether this be true; And in 
anſwer to it I fay in the firſt place, That 
it is very ccrtain that God hath not made 
the ordinary graces of his Spirit ſo to depend 
upon the Prayers of the Miniſters of the 
Church of whatever order they be, as thar 
they may not be obtained without them 
for God has promiſed to give the Holy Spt- 
rit to them that ask him, that is to all that 
ask him; Luk. 11. 13. and there can be no 
queſtion, but that all who apply to him 
with an humble dependance upon his good- 
neſs, and a readineſs of diſpoſition to obey 
his will, ſhall be youchſafed ſo much aſſiſt- 
5 anee 
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ance as is neceſſary to enable them to do well. 
But this is to be underſtood not excluſive of, 
but in conjunction with, all other helps, which 
the Wiſdom of God hath thought fit to ap- 
point as uſeful to this purpoſe; of which _ 
ſort I take to be the deſiring the Prayers 
of all good Chriſtians on our behalf, and 
eſpecially, and above all, of the Miniſters of 
his Word, who have it in ſpecial truſt, as a 
part of their Ofhce, to pray for and bleſs 
the People. It was the Character of the 
Tribe of Levi, as diſtinguiſhed from all other 
Tribes, that they were to ſtand before the 
Lord, to miniſter unto him and bleſs in his name. 
Deut. 10. 8. And if you look to Numb. 6, 
24. you will find, that the Bleſſing which 
they were to pronounce has no ſort of re- 
ference to any extraordinary or miraculous 
Gifts; for it runs in theſe words, The Lord 
bleſs thee and keep thee: the Lord make. his 
face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee: The Lord lift up his countenance 1 
thee and give thee peace. After which it pre- 
ſently follows, And they (Aaron and his Sons) 
ſhall put my name upon the Children of Iſrael, 
and I WILL,BLESS THEM, Nor let it be 
ſaid that this was a thing peculiar to the 
Levitical Prieſthood, For why ſhould it be pe- 
culiar to the Levitical Prieſthood ? Or what is 
there in this Prayer which will not as well ſuit; 
the mouth of a Chriſtian Biſhop as of a Son 
of Aaron ? It is caſy enough to conceive _ 
Wt | Ine 
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the bringing in of a better hope, by the Preaching 


of the Goſpel, neceſlarily created a change in 
the Adminiſtrations of the Prieſthood, ſo far 
as they concerned the Law of Moſes as ſuch. 


But what has this to do with the Law of 


Moſes? To' bleſs the People in the name of 
God, appertained to the Office of thoſe who 
were ſet apart to miniller in holy things 
long before Moſes, as appears from the in- 
ſtance of Melchiſeaecth, who being 4' Prieſt 
of the moſt high God, bleſſed Abraham. Gen. 
14. 18, 19. And | believe it will be dith- 
cult to aſſign any reaſon or uſe of it un- 
der one Diſpenſation which will not as well 
hold under all. 

Bur there is one paſſage in St. James 
which [ think, fully clears this Point, as ſhew- 
ing that even in ordinary Cates, praying for 
the People, in the name of God, was an Office 
ſpecially committed to the Paſtors of the 
Church. 1s any Sick among you? Let him cal! 


for the Elders of the Church and let them pray 


over him, anointing him with Oyl in the name of 


the Lord, and the Prayer of Faith ſhall 


the Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him 
if he have committed = they ſball be » bw 
him. Jam. 5. 14, 14. Sickneſs is a very 
common accident of Life; and why wn | 
the Elders of the Church to be called upon 
to pray over.the Sick, if any body clſc could 


have done it to as good a purpoſe as they ? 
5 Some Commentators, I know will have it 


that 


brder of CONFIRMAPION 13 
that the Healing here mentioned was à Ai 
raculous Healing; but I can ſee no reaſon 
to follow them: For tho it is very certain; 
from the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, 
that many Miraculous Cures were wrought 
by the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel z it ig 
ſcarce credible that Inſtances of this ſort 
were ſo frequent as to juſtify the laying it 
down as an univerſal Rule to all Sick Per- 
ſons, to call fot the Elders of the Church 
without difference or diſtinQion, to cure 
them by a Miracle. The circumſtance of 
anointing with Oyl proves nothing Miraculous g 
ſince this was a common medicinal appli- 
cation in uſe among the Fewsz nor is there 
any thing in the Paſſage which implics any 
more than this vz. That thole who were 
ſick ſhould tend for the Miniſtets of the 
Church; as Perſons ſpecially appointed by 
God to implore the bleſſing of his Proyi- 
dence, and to obtain for them (if to his 
wiſdom it ſhould ſeem meet) the eutc of 
their Diſtempers, and the forgiveneſs of their 
ſins. If ſome were to be cuted Miracu- 
louſly it is certain that all were not to be 
ſo cured; and the Apoſtle's rule muſt be un- 


derſtood to take in both caſes alike, becauſe 


it preferibes a means equally proper in both. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that ſickneſs was 
the only caſe in which the Miniſters of the 
Cliutch were to pray for the People. They 
wete to do it upon all fitting and ptopet 
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occaſions, of which we have multitudes. of 


examples in Holy Scripture. But above all 
others, remarkable to our purpoſe are theſe, 
and ſuch like forms, with which St. aul 
concludes almoſt all his Epiſtles; The peacm of | 
God be with youu Grace be with you all —— |} 
The Lord Jeſus be with you The Grace of i 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and the love of God and * 
the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all; 
which have as much the Air and Stile of a 
ſolemn Benediction pronounced by a Perſon 
in Authority, as that in the Old Teſtament ? 
before mentioned, The Lord bleſs thee and * 
keep thee &c. 75 | | 
Ir you would know a rcaſon why the 
Office of praying for the People is ſpecially 
committed to the Paſtors of the Church, 
tho' this is a Queſtion which it little con- 
cerns me to anſwer; yet, it may not be im- 
proper to ſay thus much; viz. That to them 
is committed the Adminiſtration of all the 
outward Ordinances of the Goſpel, - This 
naturally creates mutual obligations between 
Paſtors and People, a due regard to which 
on both ſides is that which properly conſti- 
tutes the order of the viſible Church of 
Chriſt; to ſecure which a fitter means could 
not have been contrived, than the laying it 
as a duty incumbent upon the former, above 
all others, to be advocates and interceſſors 
with God for the reſt. This is a conſtant 
and even viſible. admonition to the Clergy 
21 | them- 
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themſelves, with how much care and ten- 
derneſs they ought to watch over and feed 
the Floct of © Chriſt" rommttei to their charge; 
and - what Vigilance and Circumſpection they 
ought to ſhew im their own: Lives and Con- 
verſations; that they who are bound to ſan- 
ctify others to God by their Prayers may 
keep themſelves holy and undefiled And 
(if I may ſay it without offence} it is a rea- 
ſon to the People to hold them in effeem 
for their works ſake,” that they are made In- 
ſtruments in the hand of God to convey to 
them the Bleſlings of his Grace, herein bears” 
ing, in ſome ſort, the Image of their com- 
mon Lord and Maſter, the one Aeiiator bes 
rween God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 
Ir being a Duty then ſpecially incum 
bent upon the Paſtors of the Church to 

pray for the People; this naturally ſuppoſes 
a duty on the part of the People to apply 
to them for their Prayers, or at leaſt to ac- 
cept of their prayers when ſeaſonably offer- 
ed. And this being done in obedience td 
Chtiſt, becomes a public Act of Faith 
and Ttuſt in him, and is rewardable as ſuch:. 
It would be a very weak thing to ask how” 
much the Prayers of 2 Chriſtiai Miniſter 
will do mote than the Prayers bf any other 
Perſon. We know not the Effects of out 
own Prayers, nor are we able to ſay at any 
time, What Graces we have gained by the 
Dee of the Day, nor what we might 
| B 3 have 
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have loſt by the neglect of them. But thert 
tay come a time when We fhall be ten. 
hle of theſe things, and in the mean While 
this we may aſſure our ſelves, that there is no 
one who docs his Duty with an honeſt and 
good heart, who ſhall not-find his account 
in it at the laſt; and that how confident, 
ſocver we may be of the Virtue of thoſe 


Prayers which we offer up for our elves; 


it is not a proper way of recommending 
our ſelves to God to make ſcorn of the 
Prayers of any on our behalf, much leſs of 
the Prayers of thoſe who have it in ſpecial 
Commiſſion to bleſs in his name. The Wits 


dom of God preſcribes nothing in vain; and 


when he has made any thing to be our duty, 
Who ſhall preſume to ſay that it will be as 
well for us whether we do it or whether 
we let it alone? We feel no preſent, ſenſi- 
ble change in our ſelves: upon receiving the 
Prayers of the Prieſthood; nor do we feel 
any ſuch change upon praying in our Cloſets, 
or in the Church, or upon receiving the Sa- 
crament of Chriſt's Body and Blood, unleſs 


it be that we are more ſerious and devout 


for the time, and go away more confirmed 
in good Reſolutions; which, if it be not 
our own: faults, we may alſo find in this du- 
ty as well as in any of the reſt. But any 
effects beyond theſe are not to be expected, 


becauſe they are inconſiſtent with that gra- 


dual and familiar Way by which the Holy 
| | Spirit 
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Spirit worketh Grece in our Hearts, Which, 
in our * 'C 5 pulp: 4 
Man e Seed into the Earth, and is ſprings 
eth . print up he knoweth not how. Marks 
4: 206, 27. In all theſe caſes therefore, it is 
the proper work of Faith, and truſt in God, 
to reſt ſatisfied in this, that HE hath ſaid I 
WILL BLESS YOU, whoſe. goodneſs we are 
not to call in queſtion, becauſe we cannot 
determine the particular effect which every 
diſtin act of Religion produces, nor be- 
cauſe: he chuſeth to help our Infirmities by 


ſuch means as we do not perceive, not 


are able to comprehend. | | 
WHarT has hitherto been ſaid concerns 
the Prayers of the Prieſthood in a. general 
view. Upon what occaſions, with what re- 
ſtrictions to the Clergy of this or that parti · 
cular Order, and under what Circumſtances 
of Solemnity, they arc to be offered up; 
are Matters which Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline 
muſt determine. And certainly if there is 
any occaſion which will juſtify a greater 
degree of Solemnity than the reſt, it is when 
we are called upon to make our 
ſonal acknowledgment of the Obligation 
we are under to the Law of -Chrift, and 
of our Reſolutions to live according to his 
will. One mark of this ſolemnity is the 
Laying on of Hands; an ancient ufage. not 


only in the caſe of Benediction, but alſo 
in the deſignation. of Perſons to any State 


. 


ſume to do it, without ſuch Authority, they 
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or Office: of Truſt. Another is, That acZ 
cording to the preſent Order and Conſtitu- 
tions of our Church, it is to be 

by the Biſhop, and by him only. If yo 
ask the Reaſon of this; you may take no- 
tice that all Spiritual Powers are, under 
Chriſt, originally in the Biſhop, and may 
not be exerciſed by any other Perſons but 
by Authority and Commiſſion received from 
him. And that as Deacons are ordinarily: 
veſted with Authority to preach the word, 
and adminiſter one of the Sacraments; and 
Presbyters or Prieſts have commiſſion to ad- 
miniſter both; ſo the Biſhops have reſerved 
the power of Confirmation (as well as of 
Ordination) entirely to themſelves; which 
has evet been the practice of the Chriſtian 
Church, excepting ſome extraordinary caſes, 


in which the power of Confirmation was 


ſometimes granted to Presbyters. So that 
tho it is certain that Presbyters might now. 
Confirm, if the Biſhops ſhould think fit to 


give them Authority ſo to do; yet. it is 


alſo certain that ſhould they any where pre- 


would be guilty of a breach of Order; and 
in that caſe we are not to expect the 
approbation of God, who #s not * Author 
of Confuſion but of Peace: 

'1 HAVE now laid before you lo much as 


L chink is neceſſary to explain and vindicate 


the Office of Confirmation.. as practicad = 
the 


The Church of 
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that no ſerious Chriſtian: can be at a pot 4 
know how to behaye When ha is called up- 
on to have it adminiſtred to him. Whether 
he ſhall appear before,the. Biſhop, and with 
reverence and in the fear of God reccive his 
Prayers for the ſuscouts of his Grace; or 
whether he ſhall turn his, back in Contempt 
and cry, What ſignifies. Biſhop's. Bleſſing ? 
In its place and order it ſignifies as much as 
any other act of .poſitive Religion; and I 
will preſume. to ſay, that whatever, be the 
Principles which lead Men to make light of 
their duty in this caſe, thoſe ſame Principles 


if purſued in their conſequences, will .lead 


them to deſpiſe any other Ordinance of the 
Goſpel. There is one thing very apt to pre- 


judice weak Minds in judging of this matter 


which 1 ſhall juſt take notice of, I mean, a 
miſtaken notion, as if it were pretended, that 
a Biſhop by a mere act of Authority could 
certainly and infallibly. convey or withold 
a Bleſſing; a pretence ſo full of Abſurdities 
that I confeſs, I know not to what of 
Chriſtians to go to diſpoſe of it honeſtly. 
England I am; ſure has no 
ſuch claim, nor can any reaſonable. Man 
judge otherwiſe than thus, That the Prayers 
of a Biſhop prevail in conſequence of the 
promiſę of God, declaring that he will accept 


them on our behalf, But the mms 2 
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God is not abſetute, who doth not make 
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ceire PU nor bf 2-5-4 rh 5 
Gir me Ke e 40 cles @p this 
Piſcourſe' with 4 wotd or two of advice to 


thoſe; WhO intend to offer themſelves to re- 
ceive Confitmation:' I have alrcady obſery- 


ed to your how nceeffary it is for ſueh to 


br ſo far inſtructed in the Chriftian Doctrine, 

to know the full ſenſe and import of theit 

aptiſmai Vow ; and what they promiſe 
when they take it upon themſelves, and 
therefore ſhall ſay no more to it her. But 
next to this there is another thing of equal 
Importance, which is, that they come pre- 
pared with à ſerious and firm Reſolution to 
continue in well doing, without which the 
outward ProfeMion which they make is but 
mockery to God, and a cheat u them- 
ſelves. Let us conſidet that when we draw 
nigh upto God, we have to do with the ſearch- 
er of Hearts, who will require a ſtrict ac- 
count how we have behaved our ſelves in 
conſequence of our ted Vows and Pro- 
miſes. And it is for this very end that he 
requires ſuch engagements from us, that the 


Remetnbrance of them may be a conſtant 


check upon our Minds, when we find our 
felves inclined to give way to the Tempta- 
tions of the World, and to de wickedly. 
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10 firmed 4x ought forthwith to be &" 7 
vis MW himſclf, unlcb, thro' = 3 
to been, Confirmed too ſdon; in Which caſe | 
would not adviſe, hat when he Haut dont, 
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